
AptKeys YOUR PLACE · BASIC HOME REPAIRS

Testing your smoke alarms
Easy · 10 min the first time, 2 min a month after · Free to test. New alarms start around $6.

YOU'LL NEED

WHAT TO KNOW

Watch out  Never take the battery out to stop beeping while you cook or shower. Open a window or door,

press the hush button, or wave a towel at the alarm. If one keeps going off from steam or cooking, it may need

to move several feet farther from the kitchen or bathroom. An alarm with a dead or missing battery is the

same as having no alarm at all.

DAD NOTE  It takes ten seconds. Do it on the first of the month.

Full lesson: aptkeys.com/your-place/basic-home-repairs/testing-your-smoke-alarms/

Checked October 2, 2026. Sources: U.S. Fire Administration; Ready.gov (FEMA); American Red Cross; Centers for Disease

Control and Prevention; California Department of Real Estate; Texas Attorney General.

A step stool or sturdy chair

A new 9-volt battery, if your alarms take one

Your phone, to set a monthly reminder

Count your alarms. You should have one inside each bedroom, one outside each separate sleeping area,

and one on every level, including the basement. Missing one? If you rent, tell your landlord in writing.
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Press and hold the test button. Hold it on each alarm until it sounds, and do this every month. If it's loud and

clear, you're done with that one. If it's weak or silent, see "If it doesn't work."
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Figure out what powers each alarm. There are three kinds. Some run on a replaceable 9-volt battery. Some

have a sealed 10-year lithium battery you can't change. Hardwired alarms connect to your home's wiring and

usually have a backup battery.
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Change batteries once a year. Replace 9-volt batteries, and the backup battery in hardwired alarms, at least

once a year. Sealed 10-year alarms don't get new batteries. You replace the whole alarm when the maker says

to.
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Check the date on the back. Twist the alarm off its base and find the manufacture date. Replace any alarm

10 years after that date. If there's no date, assume it's too old.
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Check for carbon monoxide alarms too. If your home has gas appliances, a fireplace or an attached

garage, you need CO alarms. The CDC says to put battery or battery-backup CO detectors near every

sleeping area and replace them as the maker says or every 5 years.
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Set a monthly reminder. Put a repeating reminder on your phone for the 1st of every month. While you're at it,

add a reminder to practice your escape plan twice a year, as the Red Cross recommends.
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